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PETERTIDE 2022
IN THANKSGIVING

by Kevin Babb, Transition Committee Chair
I would like to thank all persons whose
efforts made the Consecration, and
the related events, grand and glorious
beyond all expectations. I am confident
that the proceedings were an appropriate initiation of an episcopate that will
empower the Diocese to live ever more
fully into the life of our resurrected
Savior.
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I want to give particular thanks for the
work of the members of the Transition
Committee:
Kip Ashmore, retired Rector of Trinity Church, Jacksonville; Len Harris,
Church of the Redeemer, Cairo; Erin
McCrary, St. John’s Church, Centralia
(and new Executive Assistant to the
Bishop); and Claire Ribelin, Cathedral
Church of St. Paul.
Each of these persons was diligent in
his or her work; creative in his or her
approach to the task; and proactive in
anticipating and addressing potential
issues. In thirty years of working on

various diocesan committees, agencies,
and boards, I have never worked with a
group of people more competent, able,
and committed than these four servants
of Christ.
I would also like to thank those persons
who, while not members of the Transition Committee, provided leadership
that was indispensable to the Consecration weekend:
The Right Reverend Brian Burgess;
Denise Burgess; Hannah Dallman, Diocesan Communications Coordinator;
The Rev. Canon Ron Clingenpeel, Transition Consultant; Mark Dirksen, Emmanuel Memorial Church, Champaign
(and Interim Diocesan Administrator);
The Rev. Shawn Denney, Mary Denney,
Ann Cornelius, Patricia Jackson, and all
of the members of St. Luke’s and Christ
Church who provided the breakfast for
the Bishops on the morning of the Consecration; The Rev. Mark Evans, Canon
to the Ordinary; The Rev. Ben Hankinson, Chair of the Standing Committee;
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CONTRIBUTING
Communication serves a crucial function in every ministry. Sharing information among congregations, committees, and individual members is no small
task. Welcoming new members to our diocesan family also requires unique
communication efforts at all levels.
Your contribution to this ministry of communication helps spread the word
about what God is doing in our lives, in our congregations, in our diocese,
and in the Episcopal Church at large. Please consider making a gift today.
We are committed to sending our diocesan publication to all members and
friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Springfield. It is not necessary to contribute in order to receive The Springfield Current. Nevertheless, if you choose
to support The Springfield Current, your contribution will be of great assistance in this ministry and is tax deductible. Thank you for your support!

DONORS
The Diocese of Springfield would like to thank and acknowledge the
following sponsors who have made possible this issue of The Current:

Emmanuel Memorial
Dale and Marny Elliott
Karen F. Steigmann
St. Matthew’s, Bloomington
Lynn Gray
St. Paul’s, Carlinville
Lewis and Elisabeth Herndon
St. Andrew’s, Edwardsville
Kevin Babb
St. Stephen’s, Harrisburg
Randy and Kelley Gates
Christ Church, Springfield
James Cornelius
Friends of the Diocese
The Reverend Canon John Blossom
The Brotherhood of St. Andrew
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FROM THE DESK OF THE RT. REV. BRIAN K. BURGESS
Bishop of the Diocese of Springfield
When asked by friends, family and
colleagues how they may assist in my
transition from parish priest to your
Diocesan Bishop, I answered, “Please
pray that I may have wisdom and courage to meet the days ahead.” Well, those
prayers were and are being answered
in the people God has put before me
as Diocesan staff and leadership. The
widsom that was truly given me came
with names, generous smiles, patient
hearts and a love for this Diocese that
truly brings honor and glory to God.
All transitions are turbulent. They are
filled with the unknown. What met me
at the threshold of my being with you is
a model of Christian charity and is to be
emulated throughout the Church.
Many of you know that Mark Dirksen
long-ago agreed to step in as Interim
Diocesan Administrator until such time
as a full-time hire could be properly
brought on board. Due to many circumstances beyond anyone’s control,
that date of Mark taking professional
leave of us kept getting moved further
and further away from the intended
goal. Our full-time professional was
identified literally within the beginning of my second week of being on
site and her concern over leaving her
current employer with enough notice
was laudable. Again, schedules had to be
changed and desired expectation modified on behalf of each and every one of
us and the mission of the Diocese.
In addition to seeing us through many
transitions, small and large, Mark also
responded to the death of his fatherin-law, orchestrated and conducted the
entire musical offering for the Mass of
Ordination, and he even provided very
knowledgeable advice to me and Denise
when it came to the local real-estate
market. He assisted in travel arrangements for those attending General

Convention in Baltimore this summer
and ensured that all was moving forward as it needs to in interest of the
2022 Lambeth Conference in England
and the 2022 Annual Diocesan Synod.
I have witnessed his patient leadership
on many occasions to include making
sure our full-time Executive Assistant to
the Bishop has as smooth of a landing
as possible. Did I mention his overseeing quite a handful of Diocesan Center
renovations and upgrades that had to be
approved, scheduled and supervised in
the right way? If gargoyles and grotesques were to be commissioned for
our cathedral, I would ask that one be
carved in the image of Mark Dirksen in
honor his consecrated life and ministry
among us.
Likewise so it is with our treasurer
Rod Matthews. I first met Rod back in
November when it was this Diocese
conducted the walk-about sessions with
the three candidates. Rod is magnetic
in his joy, he is bold in his witness, and
his outward vesture is one of humility.
I personally witnessed him treating our
shuttle bus driver, the hotel house keepers and those at the front-desk with the
greatest of respect and human dignity.
I knew then how special he was and
how blessed the Diocese that he serves
happens to be.
Rod has remained available and present
for staff meetings, Diocesan Council
meetings, Investment Trust trustee
meeting and simply to orient me as to
the financial ways and means of our
Diocese while having moved to Florida
in his retirement. No question or concern is too small for him to address or
provide his most knowledgeable insight.
Rod’s reassuring manner has gone a long
way to ensure that my landing in Springfield was gentle with plenty of runway
out ahead of me.

Canon Mark Evans, Dean Andrew
Hook, Father Ben Hankinson, Hannah
Dallman, and Chancellor Kevin Babb
have all been equally as beneficial, helpful, and patient. Their reverence, humor,
and honesty make it a pleasure to get to
work each and every day because I have
benefit of their passion for you and this
particular portion of God’s vineyard
that we call the Diocese of Springfield.
These holy people will continue to
sanctify life, time, and space by their
continued offerings on behalf of what
promises to be a very bright future for
our Diocese.
Please keep our Diocesan staff and
leadership in your prayer of thanksgiving and please remember them with an
occasional word or note of appreciation.
We are truly blessed and rightly served
by those who strive daily to be made
into the image and likeness of Christ
our Lord. Their purpose is to constantly
refresh us while on the pilgrim’s way.
Though the waters thereof roar and be
troubled, though the mountains shake with the
swelling thereof.
There is a river, the streams whereof shall
make glad the city of God, the holy place of the
tabernacles of the most High.
– Psalm 46:3-4 KJV
In the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding,
+BKB
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AROUND THE DIOCESE

DEACON ORDINATION
Congratulations to the Rev. Jonathan
Butcher and the Rev. Robert Armidon
on the occasion of their ordination to
the Sacred Order of Deacons! They
were ordained on the feast of St.
Barnabas, June 11 at the Cathedral by
Bishop Burgess.

For those who were unable to contribute to the funds for Jonathan and Robert you may still offer support to the
ministry funds of the newly ordained
deacons, for their work in the world
among those to whom they are called
to go. Checks may be made out to the
Diocese of Springfield (with Ordinands’ Ministry Funds in the memo line
and mailed to Episcopal Diocese of
Springfield, 821 S 2nd St, Springfield,
IL 62704)

or you may give at our online portal
here: episcopalspringfield.org/giving

(be sure to select Deacon Ministry
Fund in the drop down menu).

ST. STEPHEN’S DAY OF REMEMBRANCE
by Cheri King

On Saturday, June 4, 2022, St. Stephen’s
hosted a day of remembrance for St.
Stephen’s founding families with 52
people in attendance. Father Timothy
Goodman presented a beautiful sermon
and Mass followed with a potluck enjoyed by all.
It all started in the fall of 1978 when
a group of Episcopalians formed the
Episcopal Association of Harrisburg.
Those Episcopalians were, Bob and
Rene Greg, James and Ora Williams,
Dale and Hazel Ferguson, Chuck and
Linda Ferguson, Greg and Beverly

new location was on Sunday, October 7,
1979. Church services were held every
Sunday with Father Holly, Father Rudd,
and Father McEvers rotating Sundays.
Morning prayer was held on one Sunday a month.

James, Linda Nelson, The Bobo Family
and Charles McGrew.
These families held services every
Sunday in their homes on a rotating
schedule. When Father Nelson Rudd
and Father Raymond Holly heard of
these home services, they graciously
offered to administer Communion and
prayer.
In the summer of 1979 Dale Ferguson
purchased the former Christ Lutheran
Church at 10 East O’Gara St. In Harrisburg and the first service held in this

One day Bob Greg, who was on the
Mitchell Carnegie Library board,
informed the members that the library was for sale and thought that the
building would make a great Episcopal
Church and he would help in the purchase of the building if that was the direction the members wanted to pursue.
After many meetings and many prayers,
the old library was purchased and
approved by the Diocese of Springfield
in the Fall of 1999. Renovations started
immediately and because of this, services were held downstairs.
Today, St. Stephen’s stands and prospers and with glad hearts we thank the
founding families. If it were not for
their vision, determination, dedication,
and for their desire to worship Christ,
St. Stephen’s would not be here today.

AROUND THE DIOCESE
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NEW CURES FOR DEACONS
Two of our recently ordained deacons will begin new Cures as Deacons in Charge this summer. The
Rev. Dante Anglin begins his tenure
at St. Barnabas, Havana on July 1.
Dcn. Dante recently received his
MDiv from Nashotah House and he
holds a BS in Education from McKendree University. Prior to seminary
he was a school teacher. The Rev.
Jonathan Butcher will begin in Tazewell County at St. Paul’s, Pekin and

MINISTRIES
UNITED THANK OFFERING
Joyce C. Wright, UTO Diocesan Coordinator
The total Spring 2022 Ingathering amount is $2,553.48. Many
thanks to the nine churches that
sent in their Spring Ingathering
Gifts. Happy Summer to all!

CURSILLO
by Vicki Hall

You show that you are a letter of Christ…
written not with ink but with the Spirit of
the living God, not on tablets of stone but
on tablets of human hearts.
2 Corinthians 3:3
Letters of Christ Cursillo #38 is
happening July 28-31st at Toddhall
Retreat and Conference Center. The
Cursillo community requests the gift
of your prayers for this weekend.
Cursillo is a ministry that helps Christians learn how to take their faith into
the world and spread the good news
of Jesus Christ. Please pray for the
candidates, the team and all those
supporting this weekend. Thank you!

All Saints, Morton later this summer. Dcn. Jonathan holds an MA in
Theology from Lincoln Christian
University and recently received his
Certificate in Anglican Studies from
Nashotah. He is married to Amy.
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CONSECRATION

IN THANKSGIVING, cont’d
The Rev. Andy Hook, Cathedral Church
of St. Paul Connie Lynn, Cathedral
Church of St. Paul; Dale Rogers, Organist; Joe Vitti, Church of Christ the King,
Normal; and the People of the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, for offering
gracious hospitality during the first con-

secration to take place at the Cathedral
in several decades.
And I thank all of the musicians, choristers, cantors, ushers, lectors, vergers,
acolytes, deacons and subdeacons, altar
guild members, and all other persons
whose efforts contributed to the Consecration.

At the end of the service, I thought of
the lyrics of Isaac Watts: “We’re marching through Emmanuel’s ground/To
fairer worlds on high.”
Let it be so.

We invite you to enjoy more photographs from the
consecration at episcopalspringfield.org/consecration
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DIOCESAN CALENDAR
JULY

03-09 Church Camp
07-14 General Convention
22 St. MARY MAGDALENE
25 St. JAMES the APOSTLE
26 St. CHRISTOPHER
26 - Aug 08 Lambeth Conference
28-30 Cursillo Retreat

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

10 Columbus Day - Office closed
01 ALL SAINTS’ DAY
18 St. LUKE
18 Diocesan Council
21-22 SYNOD
20 CHRIST the KING
23 St. JAMES of JERUSALEM
24 Thanksgiving Day - Office closed
28 Ss. SIMON and JUDE
For the most recent calendar, please
visit our website.

AUGUST

26 Jul - 08 Aug Lambeth Conference
06 TRANSFIGURATION
15 St. MARY the VIRGIN
20 Diocesan Council
24 St. BARTHOLOMEW

SEPTEMBER

05 Labor Day - Office closed
14 HOLY CROSS DAY
21 St. MATTHEW
29 St. MICHAEL and ALL
ANGELS
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