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One of my earliest memories of being
the Church came when I was sent climbing a dark staircase to the choir room
of our South Florida Mediterranean
style parish church left to us from 1923.
Since I could read to an advanced level
(phonetically) at the age of 6 ½ and
could recall as well as match pitch, I
was invited to take a seat as a probationer in the men and boys choir of my
parish. It was a different time then. I
was simply sent on my way alone. It all
became a bit overwhelming to include
the heavy Hymnal that was handed to
me with my own number imprinted
on its spine. Already, I was concerned
over the calisthenics of carrying such a
cumbersome weight, finding my place,
and the possibility of forgetting my assigned number. The older boy choristers
were quite proficient, extremely capable,
poised and not in the least bit interested
in my survival.
There came a moment that I believe

involved God’s providential care and
priority. A hand reached forth from the
back row of basses to help me open
the Hymnal and locate the correct page
and hymn number. It then, silently and
purposely, pointed the way to following
the versification of a hymn. It only took
a few moments without a word being
spoken, and my entire world opened
to a language and an expression that I
was told was shared only with angels
and archangels. In fact, the reverberation in the rafters of the church that we
experienced on Sundays were the angels
still singing. They simply missed the
choirmaster’s cut-off because their full
attention (while flying) was continually
fixed on the face of God.
Within our tradition, choral and instrumental music offerings play a crucial
role in defining what it is we know about
God and who we are as the Church.
Each and every time we open the Hymnal, we are being thoroughly indoctrinated in the right way. Children can tell you
of the kingdom of God by what it is

SPRINGFIELD
CURRENT
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE
EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD

The Episcopal Diocese of Springfield
821 S. 2nd Street, Springfield, IL 62704
Phone: (217) 525-1876
Fax: (217) 525-1877
Publisher:
The Rt. Rev. Brian K. Burgess
XII Bishop of Springfield
Editor and Art Director:
Hannah I. Dallman
Monthly Diocesan E-Newsletter
Stay up to date with the diocesan email
newsletter. To sign up for the E-Newsletter or to receive The Current, please
visit the website at episcopal
springfield.org/diocesanpublications and fill
out the form on the webpage.
Address changes can be submitted by
email to administrator@episcopal
springfield.org. Please include the old
address in your email.
Subscription requests, changes, and
cancellations may also be sent by mail to:
The Episcopal Diocese of Springfield
821 S 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704
We are now accepting contributions
for the Epiphanytide 2022 issue of
The Current. Articles, photos, and news
can be submitted by December 15, 2022
to communicator@episcopalspringfield.org.
Contributions to the monthly
e-newsletter may be also be sent to that
email and are accepted on an ongoing
basis.

CONTRIBUTING
Communication serves a crucial function in every ministry. Sharing information among congregations, committees, and individual members is no small
task. Welcoming new members to our diocesan family also requires unique
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FROM THE BISHOP cont’d
called to navigate other avenues in
order to come to the same location of
bringing glory to God and emboldening
the people He came to redeem.
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methods he would like to share that
will encourage greater participation in
congregational singing that traditions
in rural settings have been using for
centuries. What we learn and practice as
On Friday, October 21st, the Diocese of a large group on Friday afternoon will
Springfield will gather for the first day
be immediately employed within the
of her 145th Annual Synod. Under the
Holy Eucharist following the workshop
theme Let the Amen Sound from God’s at 5:30 p.m. in the Cathedral. Dr. WilPeople Again, we have set aside intentio- liams will lead our liturgical expression
nal time for us to enter into a workshop musically during that service of Holy
entitled, “Make a Joyful Noise unto the
Eucharist.
Lord: Liturgical Music for Small Church
Settings.” Our plan is to enter into a
This is a time for all who love to sing, or
time of learning, discovery and large
who miss some of the expressions that
group rehearsal that will equip us well
we have made even in our own generahaving sung on Sunday. They know that
beyond the expected offering within our tion, to gather around a shared passion
the blessed mother of our Lord and
own settings that no longer serves many and offering. Music leaders, choir direcSavior now occupies an exalted position,
congregations, evangelizes the under
tors, pianists, organists, instrumentalists
even higher than the angels, in Christ’s
churched, or edifies the people.
and those with liturgical oversight are
heavenly kingdom by recalling the words
not only invited but encouraged to atof a favorite and often sung hymn,
Beginning at 3:15 p.m., Dr. Geoffrey
tend. Bring your well-tuned voices. You
Williams, Assistant Director of Music
do not need to be a Synod delegate to
O higher than the cherubim, more glorious than
and Director of St. Mary’s Chapel at
attend. Come ready to be surprised how
the seraphim,
Nashotah House Seminary, will lead us
it is the Amen can resoundingly sound
lead their praises, Alleluia!
and guide us through particular printed
from God’s people again.
Thou bearer of the Eternal Word, most
and on-line resources that allow for a
gracious, magnify the Lord,
more robust expression of liturgical
In the peace of God, which passeth all
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
music in support of the Hymnal 1982
understanding;
and The Book of Common Prayer. In
+BKB
However, this is a different time for
addition, there are techniques and
us also. No longer are organists being
classically and liturgically trained for our
many hundreds of professional positions that once existed in the Episcopal
Church. In fact, the few organists that
are being trained, are not necessarily
looking to spend the rest of their careers
sewing together a series of part-time
positions in order to make financial ends
meet. Their love for music and their
devotion to a particular type of choral
literature has to yield to the realities of
living a professional life and providing
for their families. Are there exceptions?
Absolutely! However, the expectation
now is to seek additional resources and
talents that allow us to augment if not
substitute for what it is we have come to
expect over many decades of our more
prosperous seasons. Today, we are being
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AROUND THE DIOCESE

ON WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP
by Denise Burgess

Hello to all and special greetings to our
clergy spouses!
It’s been quite an eventful summer with
the Consecration, General Convention,
Lambeth Conference, settling in to a
new home and community and
travelling to be with you throughout the
diocese.
Our first impressions of Illinois and
the diocese have not let us down. It has
been a calming and encouraging experience as we have witnessed the land
being prepared, seeded and beautiful
crops grow towards the sun and harvest
begin. Each phase speaks to us and
reminds me of our Christian belief in
the purpose of our life. The time spent
with you in your parish is no different.
Thank you for your gracious hospitality
and welcome.
Lambeth Conference held at Kent
University and Canterbury is a special
blessing in my life. I am grateful

for the opportunity to have been able to
accompany Bishop Brian in July.
Worshipping, praying, studying and
sharing in fellowship with spouses from
around the entire communion. I am
profoundly moved by this part of my
life.
I look forward to worshipping, praying,
and sharing in fellowship and mission
as we journey through the Diocese to
you and your parish or mission.

I am also looking forward to time with
the clergy spouses on Saturday as we
gather together during the
Diocesan Synod in October joining
in Morning Prayer, share a meal, meet
to reunite as a group with our own
activities, and share a reflection on the
Lambeth Conference.
Looking to our bright future with you
and seeing you at our Diocesan Synod.
The peace of Christ be with you!

OUR NEWEST PRIEST

Congratulations to The Rev. Dante’ Anglin, who was ordained to the
Sacred Order of Priest by Bishop Burgess on the feast of St. Michael and All
Angels, September 29, at St. Barnabas Church, Havana.

OUR COMPANION DIOCESE
FROM The Rt. Rev. Dr. ELIAS CHAKUPEWA
Dear friends at the Diocese of Springfield, greetings from Tanzania. It was so
good to meeting Bishop Brian and his
wife Denise at
Lambeth Conference. We had a good
time to discuss about our future partnerships. I pray that our commitment to
work together may yield fruits for our
Dioceses. I am bringing you greetings
from my diocese clergy and laity.
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You may find Bishop Burgess’
Lambeth Conference blog, which includes his time with Bp. Elias, at
episcopalspringfield.org/lambeth-updates/
(under the Bishop’s Corner menu).

+Elias

MINISTRIES
UNITED THANK OFFERING
Joyce C. Wright, UTO Diocesan Coordinator
I love fall, in particular the colorful
foliage. The beautiful leaves are nature’s
way of telling us autumn is coming.
Fall is also the time when people from
the Diocese of Springfield gather for
Synod. During our Synod Meeting in
October, I plan to present some information about

2023 UTO Annual Grants. With a
focus on worldwide incarceration
crisis. These grants are awarded for
projects in the Episcopal Church
and throughout the Anglican Communion, each year with a different
focus. Parishes that are working
with programs involving this topic
should consider applying.

CURSILLO
by Vicki Hall

After 3 years of delays and postponements, Cursillo finally happened July
28-31 of this year! It was a glorious
weekend full of song, laughter, talks
and reflection. Eleven candidates
participated in the weekend and by
their comments at the Clausura, it was
evident that the weekend was meaningful and enlightening.
Our theme was “Letters of Christ”
from 2nd Co. 3:3—a favorite of mine.
This Cursillo taught us how to better
write those letters—to be better, more
effective Christians in our environments. Toddhall Conference Center

provided the perfect setting, and the
weather was perfect, too.

place on furthering Cursillo in the
diocese of Springfield.

As Rectora for the weekend, I depended heavily on the team. Everyone was so excited to be working on
this team and it showed in the smooth
way tasks were carried out. I was
blessed to have their support. My
thanks pours out to the team.
Cursillo is a way to bring our diocese
together since candidates come from
all churches. We are a widespread
Diocese and yet people are willing to
drive to attend Cursillo activities—Ultreyas and team meetings. That says
something for the importance we

We are looking forward to next year’s
Cursillo weekend. Stayed tuned for
details on the when, but the where will
be Toddhall Retreat and Conference
Center in Columbia, IL. Maybe you
are being led to finally say “Yes” to
the invitation to attend as a candidate.
Perhaps you’ve been away from the
Cursillo community for a while, but
you want to be involved again and
serve on the team. Please feel free
to contact me at hall.vicki51@gmail.
com or Bob Vaughn at bobsuevon@
charter.net for more information.
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MINISTRIES

DAUGHTERS of the KING at St BARNABAS CHURCH, HAVANA
by Shirley Stephens, DoK Chapter President

The Order of the Daughters of
The Order of the King was estabthe King is organized as a religious
lished in 1885. It was founded by
order. Although we do not live in
Margaret J. Franklin on Easter Eve at an enclosed environment. Each
the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Daughter takes a lifetime vow to live
NY, NY
by the Rule of the Order, Our Rule
of Life requires a spiritual discipline
On June 1, 1997, The St. Barnabas
of daily prayer, service, and evangeDaughters of the King Chapter was lism. Because of our vows we refer
established at St. Barnabas Episcopal to ourselves as and Order, not an
Church in Havana.
organization.
Our mission is the extension of
Christ’s Kingdom through prayer,
service and evangelism.
It was 1996 that my friend, Marilyn
Keasey and I took a bus tour of the
churches in the Springfield Diocese.
When we visited St. Paul’s, Pekin,
one of the women spoke about the
Daughters of the King. We immediately were interested. When we got
back, we spoke to Father Maurice
Lee about a follow-up to see if we
could start a chapter at St. Barnabas.
He was very much in favor. I called
St. Paul’s and asked who we could
talk to about the Daughters of the
King. I was told to contact Kathy
Kinzer, which I did. I could not
believe how enthusiastic she was to
help us. A couple of women came
to a Sunday service and talked to us
about forming a chapter. Several of
our women were interested and we
set a date. Cathy came once a week
to guide us through the 12-week
study guide to become Daughters.
At our Service of Admission where
we took our life-long vows, the entire
chapter from Pekin was there to
support us as well as the President
of Province V.

Jr. Daughters of The Order are
young women and girls from 7 to 21
years of age. Membership is extended to all young women and girls who
make a promise to pray daily and
serve our Lord Jesus Christ. A Senior
Daughter serves as the Directress of
the chapter. Junior Daughters wear
the Greek Fleury cross with the
initials FHS, For His Sake, as a symbol of their promise of daily prayer
and service.
Our chapter meets the last Thursday
of each month at 4:30 in the Parish
Hall.
If you are interested in the Daughters of the King, please call our
church office at 309-543-2430. We
would be more than happy to talk to
you about forming a chapter.

Every member must have a rule of
daily prayer for communication with
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Each Daughter’s Rule of Prayer
should be prayerfully chosen, reviewed regularly, and revised periodically. We need to pray daily for
the unity of the church, the spread
of Christ’s kingdom especially for
women and girls, for God’s blessing
on the Order, spiritual growth of the
parish, for the clergy of the parish
to which the chapter owes allegiance,
and the grace to follow our Rule for
our own needs. Daughters recognize
that our faith is not to be a private
faith hidden in our hearts. Our faith
is to be lovingly and joyously proclaimed so that Jesus Christ, lifted up
in our lives and in our words, might
draw all to Him, that all might
experience His love and saving grace.
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DIOCESAN CALENDAR
OCTOBER

10 Columbus Day - Office closed
18 St. LUKE the EVANGELIST
21-22 SYNOD
24 St. JAMES of JERUSALEM
28 Ss. SIMON and JUDE

NOVEMBER

JANUARY

01 HOLY NAME OF JESUS
06 EPIPHANY
18 CONFESSION of St. PETER
23 CONVERSION of St. PAUL

FEBRUARY

02 The PRESENTATION
24 St. MATTHIAS

For the most recent calendar, please
visit our website.

01 ALL SAINTS’ DAY
18 Diocesan Council
20 CHRIST the KING
24 Thanksgiving Day - Office closed
27 ADVENT I
30 St. ANDREW

DECEMBER

04 ADVENT II
11 ADVENT III
18 ADVENT IV
21 St. THOMAS
23 Office closed
25 NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
26 St. STEPHEN (Office Closed)
27 St. JOHN
28 HOLY INNOCENTS
30 Office Closed
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