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Almighty God, giver of every good gift:
Look graciously on your Church, and so
guide the minds of those who shall choose a
bishop for this Diocese, that we may receive
a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our ministries; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Nominating Synod winnowed the
slate to three candidates. The 12th Bishop of Springfield will be chosen from
among those three at the Electing Synod.

In between the Nominating Synod and
the Electing Synod there will be many
ways to learn about the candidates.
Video interviews will be conducted with
By the time you are reading this, Nomthe candidates between October 21-28,
inees for the 12th Bishop of Springfield
2021. Those videos will be posted to the
will have been published on the DioceDiocese’s website no later than Saturday,
san Website, and the Nominating Synod,
October 30, 2021.
held October 16, 2021, will have passed.
It is very important to communicate
During the week of November 8-13,
to those eligible to vote at the Electing
walkabouts will be held at four locations
Synod, to be held December 11, 2021,
in the Diocese. These will include a dinyour concerns and preferences regardner, followed by an individual question
ing the selection of the 12th Bishop of
and answer session held with each candiSpringfield.
date, and conclude with a social hour for
informal discussion and greetings. ParticiOur election process is unique within the
pants will need to RSVP for these events.
Episcopal Church, in that the entire slate of
nominees who have applied, been nomiPlease check the Diocesan website for
nated, and passed background/reference
more information (https://www.episcochecks are presented to the Nominating
palspringfield.org/bishop-search/), and
Synod for consideration.
cont’d on p. 3
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CONTRIBUTING
Communication serves a crucial function in every ministry. Sharing information among congregations, committees and individual members is no small
task. Welcoming new members to our diocesan family also requires unique
communication efforts at all levels.
Your contribution to this ministry of communication helps spread the word
about what God is doing in our lives, in our congregations, in our diocese,
and in the Episcopal Church at large. Please consider making a gift today.
We are committed to sending our diocesan publication to all members and
friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Springfield. It is not necessary to contribute in order to receive The Springfield Current. Nevertheless, if you choose
to support The Springfield Current, your contribution will be of great assistance in this ministry and is tax deductible. Thank you for your support!

DONORS

Monthly Diocesan E-Newsletter
Stay up to date with the diocesan email
newsletter. To sign up for the E-Newsletter or to receive The Current, please
visit the website at episcopal
springfield.org/diocesanpublications and fill
out the form on the webpage.

The Diocese of Springfield would like to thank and acknowledge the
following sponsors who have made possible this issue of The Current:

Address changes can be submitted by
email to communicator@episcopal
springfield.org. Please include the old
address in your email.

St George’s, Belleville
Margaret K. Brown

Subscription requests, changes, and
cancellations may also be sent by mail to:
The Episcopal Diocese of Springfield
821 S 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704
We are now accepting contributions
for the Epiphanytide 2022 issue of
The Current. Articles, photos, and news
can be submitted by December 15, 2021
to communicator@episcopalspringfield.org.
Contributions to the monthly e-newsletter may be also be sent to that email and
are accepted on an ongoing basis.

St Johns’s, Decatur
Allan Bell

Trinity, Mt Vernon
Randy Winn
St Thomas, Glen Carbon
Ron Blair
Trinity, Lincoln
Paul C. Buckles
Emmanuel Memorial, Champaign
The Rev. Beth Maynard and Mark Dirksen
St John the Baptist Episcopal Church, Mt Carmel
Friends of the Diocese
Theresa Garrison
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FROM THE ELECTION COMMITTEE, cont’d
if you happen to be one of our valued
members who do not have internet
access, please contact your church’s
Election Committee Liaison for information.

Every church has either a clergy or
layperson so designated and if you do
not know how to contact yours, please
contact your clergy.

FROM THE ASSISTING BISHOP
FROM THE DESK OF THE RT REV. PAUL E. LAMBERT
Assisting Bishop to the Diocese of Springfield
“Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among
the swift and varied changes of this world our
hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys
are to be found.” (Collect for V Lent)
I don’t know about you, but I have been
unsettled for the last several weeks during
the continuing (18 months and counting!)
COVID-19 pandemic, along with the
devastation caused from Hurricane Ida
and the anguish of millions of people
effected by her destructive power—one
crisis after another troubling our nation.
I can’t seem to focus or get motivated
to do the things I normally do: exercise
as I should each day, eat properly, get
out in the yard and do chores, get ready
for Church each Sunday, those sorts of
things. (Of course, when it’s hot and
humid down here in Savannah it only
furthers my resolve to do nothing!)
My routine has changed for sure. Now, I
wash my hands incessantly, stay home as
much as possible, and work more in the
early morning and early evening. Who
would have thought a year ago we would
be in this place? Oh, the “talking heads”
and “arm-chair quarterbacks” are having
their day in the sun. They are a dime a
dozen these days it seems. The truth be
told, we as a culture really thought we

were “bullet proof ” when it came to
pandemics and the like. Somehow, a
“black plague” event would never happen
to us as a nation! And even though thousands of people each year die of the flu,
we didn’t think it was that bad. So long as
I didn’t get it!
We are in the midst of troubling and
difficult time for sure, no doubt about
it. As we draw nearer to the Synod for
choosing your next Bishop of the Diocese of Springfield, anxieties are even
higher. What will we do? Who will be the
next Bishop? Opinions will come from
all quarters some good, some bad. People
will be taking sides and hoping “their
side” will win!

true joys are to be found, namely in
the very bosom of our God. Do not
be afraid! Trust in him, he will keep his
promises. He always does and, he always
will. He knows who the person is who
will be the next Bishop. Listen to him. I
know there is an innocence in this way of
thinking, but it is an innocence that can
Yet our Collect for the Fifth Sunday in
drive away our fear of the unknown and
Lent calls us back to the basics of life, the draw our hearts and minds into God’s
basics of our faith. To “love what God
way of thinking and being.
commands and to desire what he promises.” He desires for us to be with him and Let us get back to the basics in this time.
to know that he is with us, always. Jesus
Call upon your faith in our Lord Jesus
told us in the Gospel of John, “I will not Christ, draw near to him that he may
leave you orphaned.” That’s a promise—a “dwell in you and you in him”. Be kind
promise! A promise we need to hear and to one another, love one another through
this time. “Grant your people grace to love what
live into in the difficult time of discernyou command and desire what you promise.” He
ment we are finding our way through.
will you know, we need only to ask. God
bless and keep you and may the light of
The Collect calls us to “fix our
his countenance shine upon you.
hearts”that is, focus our hearts where
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OUR CANDIDATES FOR BISHOP

A selection of answers to the questions of the Office for Transition Ministry questions
In our tradition, the parish is defined by character of a congregation. I am comTHE VERY REV. BRIAN

KENDALL BURGESS

Describe your liturgical style and
practice.

the more inclusive geographical boundaries rather than the often incomplete
limits of a mailing list. The rectory
dining room is considered an important
place for gathering and giving thanks
for the lives and ministries of those who
complete us. Hospital, nursing home,
assisted living and home visits remain a
high priority as I go about the sacramental ministry of the Church. Being a discreet and understanding priest to other
priests and deacons is my passion. Pastoral care, to include the administrating of
Holy Unction and private Communion,
is the responsibility of the clergy. However, licensing devout and supportive lay
Eucharistic ministers extends this reach
in interest of pastoraly strong, loving
faith communities. Raising up office volunteers and part-time paid professionals
to assist in administrative responsibilities
allows me to focus on pastoral concerns
and sacramental ministries entrusted to
the priesthood. I look forward to the day
when a deacon of the Church joins me
in this expression of holy encounter with
the world Jesus Christ came to redeem.

Our Prayer Book liturgical tradition is
the most evangelical tool we have. Traditional observances of rite and ceremony
are how we have weathered centuries of
stormy seas, and they provide a compass
for how I teach faith and practice while
encouraging the proper wearing of the
armor of God. We are brought to the
very threshold of the kingdom of God
each time we allow our individual voices
to subside and the voice of our tradition to speak. It is within that particular
expression of God’s mercy, grace, and
favor that I stand before the altar. That
being said, I am comfortable and fulfilled
THE REV. MARY ANN HILL
whenever Prayer Book rites call us to
be a people of common prayer. Church
architecture plays a significant role in
defining rite and ceremony and I stand
aside, allowing that particular expression of sacred liturgy to make its fullest
statement. We are unique in our liturgical
tradition having been invited over the
centuries to engage difficult thoughts
being spoken so well. As a Prayer Book
Catholic, I stand firmly on the premise
that if you want to know what Anglicans
Describe your liturgical style and
teach you have to worship with them.

How do you engage in pastoral
care for others?
Engaging in pastoral care for others
requires being present in their lives.

practice.

I come from an Anglo-Catholic background. My personal preference is definitely for high church liturgy, but I also
believe that worship should fit the

fortable in all sorts of circumstances –
everything from Solemn High Mass with
incense to praise music sung in Spanish.
I recognize that flexibility, a calm
demeanor, and good humor on the part
of the celebrant play a crucial role in
the worship experience for all involved.
I also understand that, while I may be
presiding, the liturgy is not about me and
what I am doing, but rather, it is about
what God is doing through me. Whatever we do liturgically, whether in a simple
or in an elaborate setting, should be done
in the beauty of holiness, and to the best
of our ability.

How do you engage in pastoral
care for others?

Ninety percent of pastoral care is showing up and bringing the love of Christ
to those in need of it. I try to be present
personally as much as possible in crises
and acute situations, and often pitch in
with practical things like providing meals
and transportation. I also engage others’
help, whether it be our deacon, rector
emeritus, or trained lay ministers. When
an in-person visit is not possible, I try
to stay connected through phone calls,
texts, messaging, etc.
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THE REV. SCOTT
ALLEN SEEFELDT

served have only grown in width and
depth by leaning into our heritage, not
away from it.

How do you engage in pastoral
care for others?

This entirely depends on the needs of
the person requiring care, but in general I am a big believer in “ministry of
presence.” Somebody said that folks will
not often remember what you said, but
they will remember that you were there.
I do my best to drop in on folks in the
Describe your liturgical style and
hospital, the home-bound, and to attend
practice
to families when people are dying. I also
My liturgical preference is high-church,
do a lot of listening. I have found that
Anglo-Catholic. I was drawn into this
to be oftentimes what folks most need–
church as a 24 year-old by the linguistic
simply to be listened to. To the degree
majesty of a spoken Rite I service, and
to which I think somebody can receive
I continue to find the traditional forms
it, I prayerfully and humbly offer them
of worship within the Episcopal Church
counsel. I try not pry into people’s lives
a bottomless source of meaning and
and obviously I cannot read minds, so I
value. My experience, however, has been
encourage people to come to me if they
much broader; and I have been conscienneed something or would like to talk. I
tious as a priest of not merely imposing
try to be an approachable person.
my preferences on the parishes I have
served, but respecting their unique traditions and values. I am comfortable in
more informal liturgies, and do my best
not to insist upon my way. I am pleased
to say, though, that the churches I have

MINISTRIES
UNITED THANK OFFERING
Joyce C. Wright, UTO Diocesan Coordinator
UTO SPRING 2021
INGATHERING
Twelve congregations in the Diocese of Springfield participated in
the UTO Spring Ingathering. Total
Ingathering Gift: $2,723.13
All Blessings to everyone!

For complete candidate profiles, please visit the
Bishop Election page on our website.
The Electing Synod will take place on Saturday, December 11, 2021 at the Cathedral in
Springfield.
For the most up to date information, visit our
website and social media pages.

GREETINGS
FROM TABORA
Bishop Elias sends greetings on
behalf of our companion Diocese of
Tabora:
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AROUND THE DIOCESE

MEET OUR INTERIM ADMINISTRATOR
This is a year full of transition in the

such as budgets as much, or even
life of the Diocese of Springfield.
more, than serving in the music role.
The end of the summer brought
When Mother Beth was ordained,
the announcement of Sue Spring’s
Mark transitioned into administrative
retirement. We wish her a happy
work, serving at Marshall University
retirement full of plenty of time with in Huntington, West Virginia in the
the grandkids! As she sets off on the arts program during her curacy.
next part of her journey, we welcome
Mark Dirksen as the Interim Admin- A move back to Massachusetts
istrator.
meant another transition, where
Mark became the Deputy for AdminWhile many in the diocese may
istration under Bishop Geralyn Wolf
know him as Mother Beth’s spouse,
(Bishop). While there, he worked
Mark has extensive administrative
closely with synod, communications,
experience both in and outside of
the treasurer, and the finance comthe Church. As he puts it, his “life
mittees. Another change was in the
with texture” puts him in a unique
air, and he found himself embarking
position to be able to take on this
on a career in real estate.
role through the arrival of our next
Bishop.
In 2014, Mother Beth accepted a
call to Emmanuel, Champaign. With
Mark grew up in the National Cathe- this move came the opportunity to
dral where he was a choir boy during become the business manager for
his father’s tenure as the organist and Buzard Pipe Organ Builders, where
choirmaster, and he soon followed in he served for three years. When he
his father’s footsteps. He holds deaccepted the role of Interim Adgrees in organ and choral conducting ministrator, Mark had returned to
from U-Mass, Amherst and Temple his work in the real estate field, and
University in Philadelphia.
plans to return to that work after
May, when his tenure with the dioSoon he discovered that he enjoyed
cese will end.
working on administrative projects,

NEW DOORS AT ST PAUL’S, ALTON
The post-fire restoration work continues with the installation of new
doors, soon to be red!

Mark also devotes time locally on the
boards of Champaign Center Partnership and the Downtown Chamber
of Commerce. He has also been able
to share his love of Bach through his
association with OLLI, through which
he teaches courses to adult learners
in the Champaign-Urbana chapter, as
well as serving on the OLLI Development Committee.
Mark will be in the office at the Diocesan Center on Mondays and Thursdays and available by phone and email
during regular business hours.
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DIOCESAN CALENDAR
DECEMBER

NOVEMBER
01
02
09
10
11
12
16
19
19
21

ALL SAINTS
ALL SOULS
Walkabout at Harrisburg
Walkabout at Champaign
Walkabout at Springfield
Walkabout at O’Fallon
Finance Dept Mtg (10am)
Diocesan Council Mtg (10am)
Trustees Mtg (1pm Zoom)
CHRIST THE KING

11
21
25
27
28
29

Electing Synod
S. THOMAS, APOSTLE
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
S. STEPHEN
S. JOHN
HOLY INNOCENTS

JANUARY

06 EPIPHANY
18 CONFESSION OF S. 		
PETER
19 CONVERSION OF S. 		
PAUL

28 ADVENT BEGINS
30 S. ANDREW

For the most recent Bishop Election
event calendar, diocesan calendar
and the full prayer cycle calendar,
please visit our website.

CONTRIBUTE TO THE CURRENT
To make a contribution to The Current, please visit our online giving
page on our website, or fill out the form below. Then mail to the address
indicated. All contributions will be acknowledged in a future issue.
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