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Bishop Martins’

Article and Photos by Mary Ann Denney

ishop Daniel Martins confirmed

his first class of confirmands
during his visitation at St. Luke’s,
Springfield on Sunday, April 10.

The class consisted of ten
young people, ranging in age from
12 to 21. Meeting with the class
prior to the service, Bishop Martins
talked about the significance of the
day and asked and answered ques-
tions. The church was full for the
service, and the bishop’s sermon
was warmly received. It was also a
pleasure to have Mrs. Brenda Mar-
tins with us on this important day.

For final preparation before the
bishop’s visit, the confirmation class
met on Saturday, April 2, for a pizza
buffet and final instructional ses-
sion and review. Those participat-
ing were: Cory Bond, James Bond,
Candace Brewer, LaKeia Crawford,
Lucas Denney, Coreyanna Gresh-
am,Alijha Lyons,Allik Lyons, Ethan
McQuillan, and Kenya Mimms, all of
whom completed the class satis-
factorily and were presented for
Confirmation.

First Confirmation

Bishop Martins first confirmand is Lucas Denney, kneeling.To the left is
the Rev. Shawn Denney (Lucas’ dad), Bishop Martins,and Larry Embury

Every Sunday after church all
the children present are fed lunch
(36 recently), and on this special
day a meal was provided for every-
one present.

St. Luke’s is always filled with
God’s pres-
ence and
love, but
having the
bishop pres-
ent and

hearing his words added a special
dimension to our worship. It was
also a great opportunity to wel-
come Bishop Martins and his wife
to our St. Luke’s family.

With a new sign out front and
a new coat of paint in the church,
St. Luke’s was spruced up for the
day. Our next project, which
should happen soon, is to paint the
outside of the building.

Left: Cory Bond and Allik Lyons with Fr. Denney
at Confirmation Class

Pictured on previous page: Seated, Bishop
Daniel Martins. Left to right: Candace Brewer,
James Bond, Coreyanna Gresham, Cory Bond,
Ethan McQuillan, Lucas Denney, Background:
Alijha and Allik Lyons, LaKeia Crawford and
Kenya Mimms
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From the Bishop

Beloved in Christ,

This is a season of great cel-
ebration - Christ is risen from
the dead.This is a season of great
thanksgiving - death, the mortal
enemy of humankind, has been
swallowed up in victory. This is
a season of great joy - death has
been declawed and defanged, and
we need no longer fear it. This is a
season of eating and drinking and
making merry - we have been freed
from the grip of sin.This is a sea-
son for singing and dancing - Uni-
versal Evil itself has been sentenced
to oblivion; its days are numbered,
and when it goes into the pit of
destruction it will carry with it all
fear, anxiety, pain, shame, anger—in
short, all suffering will be sucked
into the eternal black hole of God’s
redeeming and undying love.This is
a season of great hope—all across
the world just a few days ago,
people renounced their attach-
ment to the realm of sin and death
and embraced the kingdom of life
and health and peace; they were
being born again in the waters of
Holy Baptism; they were anointed
with the Holy Spirit and marked as
Christ’s own forever.This is a sea-
son of great celebration—Christ is
risen from the dead.

Did you keep a holy Lent?
Were you faithful in prayer, fasting,
and self-denial? Did you read and
meditate on God’s holy Word? If
so, there is a banquet table pre-
pared for you, overflowing with
God’s abundant blessings; come,
and take your place. Has Lent been
a struggle for you? Did you lapse
from your rule, or fall into sin?
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Did you neglect your obligation
to private prayer and public wor-
ship? If so, there is a banquet table
prepared for you, overflowing with
God’s abundant blessings; come,
and take your place. Did you totally
ignore Lent, completely blowing it
off? If so, there is a banquet table
prepared for you, overflowing with
God’s abundant blessings; come,
and take your place.

Have you lived a long life, and
known God’s mercies to be richly
laid out before you whenever you
have needed them!? If so, there is
a banquet table prepared for you,
overflowing with God’s abundant
blessings; come, and take your
place.Are you in mid-life, and feel-
ing yourself stretched by having to
attend to the needs of both your
parents and your children at the
same time! If so, there is a banquet
table prepared for you, overflow-
ing with God’s abundant blessings;
come, and take your place.Are you
a young person, with more plans
than memories, and full of both
anxieties and aspirations? If so,
there is a banquet table prepared
for you, overflowing with God’s
abundant blessings; come, and take
your place.

Are you on this occasion filled
with sorrow? Are you grieving
a loss—the loss of a loved one,
the loss of a dream, the loss of an
ideal? If so, there is a banquet table
prepared for you, overflowing with
God’s abundant blessings; come,
and take your place.Are you on
this occasion tortured by doubt
and skepticism, wanting to believe,
on these but not finding yourself
able to? If so, there is a banquet
table prepared for you, overflowing

with God’s abundant blessings;
come, let the faith of those around
you carry you to your place.
Are you wracked by guilt, feeling
yourself unworthy of God’s love,
unworthy to even come under
the roof of His house!? If so, there
is a banquet table prepared for
you, overflowing with God’s abun-
dant blessing and infinite merciful
forgiveness; come, and take your
place—there is absolutely nothing
you can do to make God love you
any more, and nothing you can do
to make God love you any less.
The feast is ready. The table has
been prepared.The price has been
paid in full. The invitation to the
banquet has been sent out.There
is a banquet table prepared for us,
overflowing with God’s abundant
blessings; come, let us take our
places.This is a season of great
celebration—Christ is risen from
the dead. Alleluia!

Grace and peace,
+Bishop Daniel

Welcoming and Seating
of the
Bishop of Springfield
in the
Cathedral Church of
St. Paul

Sunday, May 15
Sp.m.

The liturgy will be in the
context of Evensong.

All are invited.




Trickle Up — The ECW Outreach
Project Announced

By The Rev.Ann Tofani

t.25:34-36 “Then the king

will say to those at his right
hand,“Come, you that are blessed
by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the founda-
tion of the world; for | was hun-
gry and you gave me food, | was
thirsty and you gave me something
to drink, | was a stranger and you
welcomed me, | was naked and
you gave me clothing, | was sick
and you took care of me, | was in
prison and you visited me.”

There is no prison like that of
poverty. There is no pain like the
pain of hunger. There should be no
strangers in God’s kingdom. When
one suffers we all suffer. Matthew
calls us who are blessed by the
Father to care for those less for-
tunate. Our inheritance is God’s
kingdom. The cost is sharing our
blessings.

This year’s Outreach Project is
one that may not touch your heart
like the solar cookers did, but it
is no less a call to aid those less
fortunate. | am asking you to look
at what God has given to you and
to ask yourself,“Can | contribute
to help the poorest of the poor to
obtain a better quality of life? Will
it diminish the quality of my life by
sharing with those less fortunate?
Do | trust the word of God and his
promises?”

Trickle Up is a program for
those who live (perhaps survive is

a better word) on less than $1 a
day. Trickle Up works in Africa,
Asia and Central America, and
works closely with local partner
agencies to implement their model
(one of training and seed capital)

in order to provide the right re-
sources to start a micro-enterprise
to improve quality of life. For every
micro-enterprise that Trickle Up
helps start or expand, an average
of 5.5 people benefit. That means
that when 10,000 participants are
aided, more than 55,000 people
are able to get started on their
journey out of poverty - a journey
that leads to helping others out of
poverty.

We have the means to help
establish 100 of these businesses.
It would only take $10,000. This,
and more, could be accomplished if
each person in this diocese con-
tributed $10. We have the means
— do we have the desire?

“Truly | tell you, just as you did
to one of the least of these who
are members of my family, you did
it to me.” (Mt. 40) May we enter
into the joy of the Father and
reach out in love to help those less
fortunate than ourselves.

Checks should be mailed to:
Judy Ellison, ECW Treasurer, 122
Hightide Dr., Decatur, IL 62521.
On the memo line mark,“Trickle
Up”

At Christ the King’s Celebration of Whole-
ness and Healing (April 20,201 1), Fr.
Desmond Francis spoke of forgiveness. His
God-inspired message led me to write the
poem entitled, | Am Forgiven.

| Am Forgiven
By Ann Spence

| chose the wood that

bore the dying Lord’s weight.
| chose the crucifix

with emptiness and hate.

| wove the crown of thorns
that cut His kingly brow.

| knew it was unjust,

but | did it anyhow.

| forged the sharp spear
that pierced His mortal side.
| forged it from my searing
wrath and iron pride.

| hammered the nails

that fixed Him to the tree.
| willingly pounded the nails
that day at Calvary.

| gambled for the clothes He
wore,

though they | did not need.

| gambled for the clothes He
wore

with unrighteous greed.

| built the cross that Christ was
crucified on.

| built it of my sin.

| built the cross that Jesus died
on.

But, still | am forgiven.

Deadline for the June issue of the Springfield Current is May 20th!
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Diocese of Springfield - Calendar for 201 |

MAY
Bishop w/ Chapel of St. John the Divine,
Champaign (8 & 10 a.m.)
Bishop w/ St. James’, McLeansboro (10 a.m.)
Diocesan Council, Diocesan Center, Springfield
(10 a.m.)
Bishop w/ St. George’s, Belleville (8 & 10:30 a.m.)
Welcoming and Seating of the Bishop
Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Springfield (5 p.m.)
Bishop w/ Holy Trinity, Danville (9 a.m.)

JUNE
Bishop w/ St.John’s, Centralia (8:30 a.m.)
PENTECOST, Bishop w/ Emmanuel Memorial,
Champaign 8 & 10:15 a.m.)
Youth Work Week
TRINITY, Bishop w/ Trinity, Jacksonville
(7:45 & 10 a.m.)
Youth Dept. — Episcopal Youth Event (EYE), St. Paul,
MN (Tentative)
Bishop w/ Christ Church, Springfield

(8 & 10:15 a.m.)

JULY
Bishop w/ St. John the Baptist, Mt. Carmel
(10:30 a.m.)

Episcopal Church Camp, East Bay Camp, Hudson
(Tentative)

Finance Department Meeting, Diocesan Center,
Springfield (10 a.m.)

Bishop with Episcopal Parish of Alton for

I 75th Anniversary Celebration (10:30 a.m.)
Bishop w/ St. Mary’s Robinson (6 p.m.)

Bishop w/ St. John’s, Albion (9 a.m.)

AUGUST
Bishop w/ Redeemer, Cairo (TBD)
Bishop w/ St.James’, Marion (1| a.m.)
Bishop w/ St. Mark’s, West Frankfort (9 a.m.)
Diocesan Council, Diocesan Center, Springfield
(10-a.m.)
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SEPTEMBER
Bishop w/ Trinity, Mt.Vernon (10:30 a.m.)
Bishop w/ St. Stephen’s, Harrisburg (10 a.m.)
Bishop w/ Christ the King, Normal (10:15 a.m.)
Deanery Meetings

OCTOBER
Bishop w/ St. Paul’s Carlinville (8 & 10:30 a.m.)
Bishop w/ St. Peter’s, Chesterfield (9:15 a.m.)
Bishop w/ Trinity, Lincoln (7:30 & 9:45 a.m.)
Bishop w/ St. John’s, Decatur (7:30 & 10 a.m.)
I 34th Synod, St. George’s Episcopal Church,
Belleville
Bishop w/ St. Bartholomew’s, Granite City
(8:45 a.m.)
Bishop w/ St. Thomas’, Glen Carbon
(10:30 a.m.)

NOVEMBER
ALL SAINTS DAY
Bishop w/ St. Paul’s, Pekin (9 a.m.)
Bishop w/ All Saints’, Morton (11 a.m.)
Bishop w/ St. Thomas’, Salem (10 a.m.)
Diocesan Council, Diocesan Center, Springfield
(10 a.m.)
Bishop w/ St. Andrew’s, Edwardsville
(8 & 10a.m.)
ADVENT, Bishop w/ St. Christopher’s, Rantoul
(9:30 a.m.)

DECEMBER
Bishop w/ St. Andrew’s, Carbondale (10 a.m.)
Bishop w/ St. Andrew’s, Paris (TBD)
Bishop w/ Trinity, Mattoon (10 a.m.)
Bishop w/ St. Barnabas’, Havana (10 a.m.)
Bishop w/ Cathedral Church of St. Paul (TBD)
CHRISTMAS DAY

Bishop w/ St. Laurence, Effingham (8 a.m.)

Organist/Pianist Job Opening

Trinity Episcopal Church in Lincoln, lllinois, has a opening for a full- time organist. Interested
parties should contact Stacie Wachtel, Senior Warden, at 309-533-1122

or email her at staciewachtel@yahoo.com for complete information on this position.
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Prayer

Sunday, May | - Easter 2

ANGLICAN CYCLE: New Guinea
Islands, The - (Papua New Guinea) The Rt
Revd Allan Migi

DIOCESAN CYCLE: Trinity Church,
Lincoln,Vacant; St. Alban Church, St.James
Parish, The Rev. Fredrick Corbin, Priest-in-
Charge, Barbados; Gregory A. Tournoux,
Springfield, ordination to the Priesthood;
Wedding anniversary of The Rev. Jon E.
and Sara Griffin, West Frankfort; Birthday
of Valerie, wife of The Rev. Carl Bloom,
Chandler,AZ

Monday, May 2

St. Mark, The Evangelist

ANGLICAN CYCLE: Bishop of New
Hampshire - (Province |, USA) The Rt
RevdV. Gene Robinson

DIOCESAN CYCLE: Philip M. Lewis, Mt.
Pleasant, SC, ordination to the Priesthood;
Christ Church, Springfield, admitted to the
Diocese, 1888

Tuesday, May 3

St. Philip and St. James, Apostles
ANGLICAN CYCLE: New Jersey -
(Province Il, USA) The Rt Revd George E
Councell

DIOCESAN CYCLE: Hail Mary, full of
grace. The Lord is with thee. Blessed art
thou amongst women, and blessed is the
fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

Wednesday, May 4

Monnica, Mother of Augustine of Hippo, 387
ANGLICAN CYCLE: New Westminster
- (British Columbia & the Yukon, Canada)
The Rt Revd Michael C Ingham
DIOCESAN CYCLE: St.John the Baptist,
Mt. Carmel, The Rev. Brant Hazlett, Rec-
tor; Birthday of The Rev. Dr.Virginia L.
Bennett, Edwardsville

Thursday, May 5

ANGLICAN CYCLE: New York - (Prov-
ince ll, USA) The Rt Revd Mark Sean Sisk
-- Assisting Bishop of New York - (Prov-
ince Il, USA) The Rt Revd Egbert Don
Taylor -- Suffragan Bishop of New York -
(Province Il, USA) The Rt Revd Catherine

S Roskam
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Birthday of The Rev.
Charles F. Caldwell, Naples, FL

Friday, May 6

ANGLICAN CYCLE: Newark - (Province
[, USA) The Rt Revd Mark M. Beckwith
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Lord Jesus Christ,
you are the Way, the Truth and the Life.

Saturday, May 7

ANGLICAN CYCLE: Newcastle - (York,
England) The Rt Revd Martin Wharton --
Suffragan Bishop of of Newcastle - (York,
England) The Rt Revd Paul Richardson
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Wedding anniversa-
ry of The Rev. John C.and Elisabeth Bett-
mann, Carlinville; Birthday of Martha, wife
of The Rev.Wayne S. Shipley, Carlinville

Sunday, May 8 - Easter 3

ANGLICAN CYCLE: Newcastle (AUS) -
(New South Wales, Australia) The Rt Revd
Brian George Farran -- Suffragan Bishop
of Newcastle (AUS) - (New South Wales,
Australia) The Rt Revd Peter Stuart
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Trinity Church, Mt.
Vernon, The Very Rev. Gene Tucker, Rector;
St. James’ Parish Church, The Rev. Canon
Dr.Winston Layne, Rector, Barbados;
Wedding anniversary of The Rev. Canon
Eugene A and Janet Stormer, Springfield;
Birthday of The Rev.Tom Davis, Kell, IL

Monday, May 9

Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishop of Constan-
tinope, 389

ANGLICAN CYCLE: Ngbo - (Province of
the Niger, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Christian
Ebisike

DIOCESAN CYCLE: Holy Mary, Mother
of God, pray for us sinners, now and at
the hour of our death. Amen.

Tuesday, May 10

ANGLICAN CYCLE: Nicaragua - (Cen-
tral America) The Rt Revd Sturdie Downs
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Hail Mary, full of
grace. The Lord is with thee. Blessed art
thou amongst women, and blessed is the
fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

Wednesday, May | |

ANGLICAN CYCLE: Niger Delta North -
(Province of the Niger Delta, Nigeria) The
Rt Revd Ignatius Kattey Niger Delta West
- (Province of the Niger Delta, Nigeria)
The Rt Revd Adoluphus Amabebe Niger
Delta, The - (Province of the Niger Delta,
Nigeria) The Rt Revd Gabriel H Pepple
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Trinity Episcopal
Church, Mt.Vernon, The Very Rev. Gene
Tucker, Rector; Wedding anniversary

of The Rev. Richard and Alice Bennett,
Bloomington

Thursday, May 12

ANGLICAN CYCLE: Nike - (Province
of Niger, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Evans
Jonathan Ibeagha Niger West - (Province
of Niger, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Anthony
Nkwoka

DIOCESAN CYCLE: Lord, help us to
hear your words — you are the WAY!

Friday, May 13

ANGLICAN CYCLE: Nnewi - (Province
of the Niger, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Dr.
Godwin lIzundu Nmezinwa Okpala
DIOCESAN CYCLE: St.Bartholomew,
Granite City, admitted to the Diocese as a
Parish, 1953

Saturday, May 14

ANGLICAN CYCLE: Nord Kivu - (Con-
go) The Rt Revd Methusela Musubaho Mu-
nzenda -- Assistant Bishop of Nord Kivu

- (Congo) The Rt Revd Enoch Kayeeye
DIOCESAN CYCLE: St.James’s, Marion,
admitted to the Diocese, 1924; St. Mi-
chael’s, O’Fallon, consecration of present
church building, 2000

Sunday, May |5 - Easter 4
ANGLICAN CYCLE: North Carolina -
(Province IV, USA) The Rt Revd Michael
Bruce Curry - Suffragan Bishop of North
Carolina - (Province IV, USA) The Rt

Revd James Gary Gloster South Carolina
- (Province IV, USA) The Rt Revd Mark
Lawrence

DIOCESAN CYCLE: The Cathedral of St.
Paul, Springfield, The Very Rev. Robert
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E. Brodie, Dean; St.John the Baptist, St.
James Parish, The Rev. Beverley Sealy-
Knight, Rector, Barbados; St. Paul’s,Alton,
admitted to the Diocese of lllinois, 1837

Monday, May 16

ANGLICAN CYCLE: North Central
Philippines - (Philippines) The Rt Revd Joel
A Pachao

DIOCESAN CYCLE: St. Mark’s, West
Frankfort, admitted to the Diocese, 1923

Tuesday, May 17

ANGLICAN CYCLE: North Dakota -
(Province VI, USA) The Rt Revd Michael
Gene Smith South Dakota - (Province VI,
USA) The Rt Revd Creighton L Robertson
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Birthday of The Rev.
Sylvia L. Howard, Centralia

Wednesday, May 18

ANGLICAN CYCLE: North Eastern
Caribbean & Aruba - (West Indies) The Rt
Revd Leroy Errol Brooks

DIOCESAN CYCLE: Almighty God, to
truly know you is everlasting life.

Thursday, May 19

Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury, 988
ANGLICAN CYCLE: North Kerala -
(South India) The Rt Revd Dr K P Kuruvila
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Grant us, we pray,
Almighty God, that we may always believe
in your only begotten son, our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Friday, May 20

Alcuin, Deacon and Abbot of Tours, 804
ANGLICAN CYCLE: North Queensland
- (Queensland, Australia) The Rt Revd Wil-
liam | Ray - |.Suffragan Bishop of North
Queensland - (Queensland, Australia) The
Rt Revd Saibo Mabo 2.Suffragan Bishop of
North Queensland - (Queensland, Austra-
lia) The Rt Revd James Randolph Leftwich
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Lord of creation,
show us your purpose for our life that we
may not live to be useless.

Saturday, May 21

ANGLICAN CYCLE: North West Austra-
lia - (Western Australia, Australia) The Rt
Revd David Mulready

DIOCESAN CYCLE: Cathedral Church
of St. Paul, Springfield, consecration of
present church building, 1913

Sunday, May 22 - Easter 5
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Northern Argen-
tina - (South America) Vacant -Suffragan
Bishop of Northern Argentina - (South
America) Vacant

DIOCESAN CYCLE: St.Thomas, Glen
Carbon, The Rev. Canon George Pence,
Supply Priest; St. Silas, St. James Parish,
The Rev. Fredrick Corbin, Priest-in-
Charge, Barbados

Monday, May 23

ANGLICAN CYCLE: Northern California
- (Province VIIl, USA) The Rt Revd Barry
Beisner

DIOCESAN CYCLE: | am here abroad,

| am here in need, | am here in pain, | am
here in straits, | am here alone. O God,
aid me -- Celtic Charm

Tuesday, May 24

Jackson Kemper, First Missionary Bishop
in the U.S., 1870

ANGLICAN CYCLE: Northern Indiana

- (Province V, USA) The Rt Revd Edward
Stuart Little

DIOCESAN CYCLE: Admission of Diocese
of lllinois by General Convention, 1835

Wednesday, May 25

Bede, the Venerable, Priest and Monk, of
Jarrow, 735

ANGLICAN CYCLE: Northern Izon -
(Province of Niger Delta, Nigeria) The Rt
Revd A Fred Nyanabo

DIOCESAN CYCLE: Wedding anniver-
sary of The Rev. Charles F. and Eleanor
Caldwell, Naples, FL

Thursday, May 26
Augustine, First Archbp of Canterbury, 605

ANGLICAN CYCLE: Northern Luzon
- (Philippines) The Rt Revd Renato M
Abibico

DIOCESAN CYCLE: The Ven. Shawn W.
Denney, Ordination to the Priesthood

Friday, May 27

ANGLICAN CYCLE: Northern Malawi

- (Central Africa) The Revd Canon Leslie
Richard Mtekateka

DIOCESAN CYCLE: God, your Word
says that true religion with contentment is
great wealth.

Saturday, May 28

ANGLICAN CYCLE: Northern Mexico -
(Mexico) The Rt Revd Marcelino Rivera-
Delgado

DIOCESAN CYCLE: Birthday of The Rev.
Harry G. Newman, Jr., Springfield

Sunday, May 29 - Easter 6
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Northern Michigan
- (Province V, USA) Vacant

DIOCESAN CYCLE: St.John’s Episco-
pal Church,Albion,The Very Rev. Gene
Tucker, Priest in Charge; St. John’s Parish
Church, Barbados, The Rev. Canon Geof-
frey Mayers, Rector; The Rev. BrantV.
Hazlett of Mt. Carmel, received as Priest

Monday, May 30

ANGLICAN CYCLE: Northern Philip-
pines - (Philippines) The Rt Revd Brent W
Alawas Southern Philippines - (Philippines)
The Rt Revd Danilo Bustamante
DIOCESAN CYCLE: The Rev.Timothy
Goodman, Harrisburg, Ordination to the
Priesthood

Tuesday, May 31

The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Northern Terri-
tory - (Queensland, Australia) The Rt Revd
Gregory Edwin Thompson

DIOCESAN CYCLE: Hail Mary, full of
grace. The Lord is with thee.

Blessed art thou amongst women, and
blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
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