The Bishop Respectfully Requests that Every Member of the Diocese of Springfield
Participate in an Octave of Prayer from February 12  through February 19, 2007

These are times of challenge but also times of hope in the life of our beloved Church. The
particular difficulties of the past three years have served to increase our awareness of our utter
dependence upon God and our need to come to Him regularly in corporate and individual
prayer.

In February of 2007, the Primates of the Anglican Communion will gather for their biennial
meeting in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. At this meeting, the leaders of the Anglican Communion
will meet to consider a variety of important issues in the life of the Anglican Communion.
Among those issues will be the appropriateness and sufficiency of the response of The
Episcopal Church to the Windsor Report and possible responses to the requests of several
dioceses, including our own, for Alternative Primatial Oversight.

As this time draws closer, prayer should be a paramount priority. For this reason, | am calling
the clergy and laity in this Diocese to an Octave of Prayer for the Church, beginning Monday,
February 12, and concluding Monday, February 19, 2007. | ask your prayers for the Archbishop
of Canterbury, the Primates of the Anglican Communion, the Bishops of The Episcopal
Church, the work of this Diocese and your Bishop.

The Clergy Pre-Lenten Retreat and Pausing for Prayer will be held during this time and will
afford special opportunities for us to pray together as a Diocese.



